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GENERAL STATISTICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Area: Land tie as a ae Be ae my a ae 111,692 acres 
Number of Parishes... se ao fs ee a oe Sd ie 52 
Rateable Value: (1.4.57) Se os as Fr -, 5% aie £344,035 
Sum represented by a penny rate as - = £1,272 
Number of inhabitated houses according to the Rate Books Si - 57) 5 pe 12,624 
Estimated mid-year Home Population is be ~~ 41,150 
Census Population 1951 ae - ck ie oe at - oy 38,645 


The district is agricultural and the main occupations are those associated with farming, fruit 
growing and jam making. 


Birth Rate [527 
(Corrected) 16.9 
Death Rate 12.0 
(Corrected) 9.6 


Infant Mortality 
Rate 18.6 


PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Councillor Captain F. Johnson, J.P. 


Vice-Chairman: Councillor E. J. Walkling. 


Councillors: 
Adams, F., J.P. Law, W. H. (to May, 1956) 
Austin, W. H. Ledgard, Rev. T. C. (to November, 1956) 
Aves, L. H. Macfarlane-Grieve, G. M., M.A. 
Barker, R. Milton, Mrs. M. r% 
Brown, Mrs. M. Newton, Maj. Gen. T. C. 
Suttle, Mrs. R. M. Norman, C. A. 
Cheason, Mrs. A. M. Pease, M. S., M.A. 
Claydon, Lt. Col. H. W. (to October, 1956) Peel-Yates, Mrs. M. 
Cole, C. W. H. Pemberton, Mrs. D. P. 
Cooper, R. C. (from November, 1956) 
Cundell, A. Porteous, Mrs. D. 
Currington, H. G. Raven, F. W. (from May, 1956) 
Field, R. J. (to June, 1956) Robinson, T. B. (to May, 1956) 
Flinders, F. W. Robinson, W. F. 
Francis, Col. J. C. W. Smith, L. T. (to October, 1956) 
Frankham, Mrs. D. (from May, 1956) Thulborn, R. W. 
Fry, H. F. (to May, 1956) Waddelow, H. G. 
Gingell, H. (from May, 1956) Walker, D. L. 
Hayhow, A. Watson, J. G. 
Hurrell, Mrs. M. Wilkin, S. W., J.P. 
Johnson, C. E. Wordingham, S. L. C. 
Jopling, J., M.B.E. 
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To the Chairman and Members 
of the 
Chesterton Rural District Council 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


This report is prepared in accordance with the Ministry of Health Circular 19/56 dated December 
Eth, 1956. 

It is a little more than five years since I was appointed your Medical Officer of Health and in my 
1951 report an attempt was made to review the changing pattern of public health in the area in the first 
half of the century as illustrated by the reports of my predecessors. It seems appropriate now to 
review the last five years. 

A brief incursion into public health history in this country may serve as a useful form of intro- 
duction as well as providing the essential background to public health work. 

Early in the 19th century concern arose about the health of the people and there developed from 
the work of Edwin Chadwick a philosophy, the ‘ Sanitary Idea’. It was believed that if the people 
were given an hygienic environment their health would improve and sickness and death rates would 
fall. Great advances were made in the latter half of the 19th century to this end, and it was just before 
the turn of the century that the majority of local sanitary authorities, the custodians of the ‘ Sanitary 
Idea ’, were placed on a firm local government basis. Their work was in the main orientated around 
the provision of pure water supplies, sewage and refuse disposal, the provision and maintenance of 
satisfactory housing standards in their areas, and the protection of food supplies; in other words, 
the establishment of an hygienic environment for the people. Their duties covered both man’s home 
and work environment. The country was somewhat dismayed during the Boer War to find so many 
young men unfit for service with the armed forces. This situation led to the development of the per- 
sonal health services as exemplified by the School Health Service and the Maternal and Child Welfare 
Service. These personal health services which have developed during this century are the logical step 
following the provision of a satisfactory environment. It remains the duty of the local sanitary 
authority, that is the county boroughs, municipal boroughs, and urban and rural district councils, 
to provide and maintain a satisfactory environment for the population in its care. The advantage to 
be gained from the work of the personal health services, if they are operated against an inimicable 
background, is much restricted. A satisfactory environment both at home, in transit, and at work 
remains the prerequisite for the achievement of a high standard of public health. 

To advise local authorities in their work the Medical Officer of Health is appointed and the first 
duty placed upon him by law is that he shall make himself aware of all factors affecting or likely to 
affect the public health and be prepared to advise his Council. This is indeed a very wide and all- 
encompassing directive. In this work the medical officer of health is assisted by the public health 
inspectors who work under his general direction. 

I have thought it appropriate to mention these historical and factual points since, with the general 
upheaval of the second world war and its aftermath it is as well to realise that the prime purpose and 
duty of the local sanitary authority has in no way changed—it remains the custodian of the ‘ Sanitary 
Idea ’, be it in a twentieth century guise. 

The post war years have seen great advances in the country in the field of environmental hygiene, 
as well as the challenge of new problems. The great drive for the building of new houses, and the 
development of rural water and sewerage schemes has gone on apace though the country’s economic 
difficulties have, of necessity, caused financial brakes to be applied on a number of occasions. One 
of the outstanding incidents in the last five years has been the discovery by research workers of an 
association between tobacco smoking and lung cancer. Certainly on the available evidence the youth 
of the country should be clearly made aware of the dangers of acquiring the smoking habit. Investi- 
gation as to the causes of the diseases of the circulatory system, which are another main cause of 
mortality, is continually being carried out, but no such indicative results have been forthcoming as in 
the case of lung cancer. 

Though not of direct importance to this Council, the introduction of legislation this year to combat 
atmospheric pollution is a long needed measure the desirability of which was most forcibly demon- 
strated following the London smog incident a few years ago, when it was clearly shown how great 
was the rise in the deaths from respiratory illness at the time of the smog. 
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The fight against tuberculosis is achieving excellent results but the battle is not yet won, and 
there must be no complacency. Tuberculosis is an infectious disease and as long as there are people 
abroad innocent of their infectious state fresh cases will continue to occur. The use of mass miniature 
radiography to carry out 100% surveys of populations i is one means of discovering cases and an example 
of this type of survey was described in last year’s report. 

During the period the County Council introduced a scheme for immunisation against whooping 
cough. At the beginning of this year the Government announced plans for the limited use of a new 
poliomyelitis vaccine, but the quantities available did not, however, match expectations and only a 
few children of those whose parents had expressed willingness for vaccination were able to be pro- 
tected. 

The cessation of food rationing and the return to private enterprise of slaughtering have brought 
their problems, together with additional work. The introduction in 1955 of new Food Hygiene 
legislation was commented upon in last year’s report. Both these facts are important aspects of 
environmental hygiene. 


VITAL STATISTICS 

The population of the district continues to increase and this year stands at 41,150 persons. The 
birth rate shows a slight increase over last year’s, 16.9 live births per thousand population whereas in 
1955 it was 16.6. The average for the district in the five year period 1951/55 was 16'2 which is rather 
higher than the average for the same period for England & Wales (15°3). 

There was a slight fall in the death rate, 9.6 deaths per thousand population as against 9.9 for 
1955. The five year average for the district’s death rate was 9.5 compared with 11.6 for England & 
Wales for the same period. Attention has been drawn in previous reports to the inevitable fluctua- 
tions in the infant mortality rate owing to the small number involved. This year the rate has risen 
from 11.3 infants deaths under 1 year per thousand live births to 18.6 but this figure compares very 
well with that of 15.6, being the average for the district in the last five years and with 26.9, the average 
for England & Wales in the same period. 

The year has not been remarkable for any great epidemics other than a small outbreak of Sonne 
dysentery in the Stapleford/Shelford area which is fully reported upon in the body of the report, as 
is an interesting example of members of a farming family becoming infected with Salmonella typhi- 
murium which was causing illness amongst some calves. 

In the field of environmental health the past five years have been full of activity. Every parish, 
except one hamlet, has a pure public water supply available and it is hoped that the coming year will 
see this situation remedied. The unsatisfactory supply to the Fen Drayton Land Settlement Associa- 
tion should also be replaced in the near future by taking a supply from the public mains available. 
The existing supply has a high nitrate content which can cause illness in the very young and in invalids. 

Sewerage schemes have been completed in Histon, Impington, Girton and Milton. The greater 
part of Great Shelford has been sewered, but the completion of the rest of the village together with 
Little Shelford and Stapleford has been held up owing to the country’s economic difficulties; however, 
in 1957 the scheme for the rest of Great Shelford will be started. The village of Fulbourn has been 
sewered, mainly in order to protect the Cambridge University & Town Waterwork’s Company’s 
weils and to permit expansion of the works to afford greater output. So far the Council has not 
received permission from the Ministry to proceed with its scheme for sewering Cottenham. 

The villages encircling the City of Cambridge and affording dormitory facilities for people working 
in it are provided, generally speaking, with public services comparing favourably with most towns. 

A large number of houses has been built by the Council during the period. The Council also 
had a considerable number of ex-service hutments in its district and it is very satisfactory to report 
that very few are now occupied. The results of the slum clearance survey indicate the need now for 
smaller units of accommodation. In this connection the Council has pioneered in the County a 
scheme for old peoples’ bungalows supervised by a resident warden. A portion of their Histon 
housing estate was set aside for the erection of 18 bungalows consisting of 8 bed recess, 6 one bedroom, 
and 4 two bedroom dwellings, one of the two bedroom bungalows, centrally placed, being allocated 
to the Warden. The scheme has been worked out in consultation with the County Council and a copy 
of the agreement is included as an appendix to this report. The first tenants took up residence early 
in 1957. This scheme is an undoubted success and is a wonderful means of providing the elderly with 
homes of their own and at the same time making available for them assistance by means of the resident 
Warden; furthermore the County Council’s domiciliary services can assist as and when necessary 
more efficiently and economically. It is hoped that further schemes in other parishes will not long 
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be delayed; the need is present. The fact that the Council operates a differential rent scheme has 
greatly helped in keeping down the rents; some tenants pay as little as 11/- per week. Though the 
County Council’s old people’s homes (Part III accommodation) will always be needed for the very 
frail and handicapped aged, it is considered that such schemes as the Council has exemplified should 
be the mainstay of the programme for caring for the aged. 

Since 1946 there has been a varying demand for licences to station caravans and for licensed sites. 
The Council has certain powers relating to sanitary circumstances in both cases but there are no 
powers equivalent to those under the Housing Acts regarding overcrowding and segregation of the 
sexes. The Council has been sympathetic to the demands made upon it and with the post war new 
housing programme it was conceivable that the requests for permission to station a caravan or for 
licensed sites would dwindle away. This has not proved to be the case and an appreciable number of 
families are living in caravans all the year round in the district. To what extent this reflects the effect 
of a moving University population or whether it is becoming a national feature it is hard to determine. 
Whatever the causes stimulating people to adopt caravan life as an alternative to the more recognised 
methods of providing a roof over one’s head, it must be said that for young families caravan life is not 
suitable. There is no ready cure to be offered, except wherever possible to point out the difficulties 
and the disadvantages and by education to change what, it is hoped, may be a passing fashion. 

It will be recalled that towards the end of 1954 I advised the Council that a fourth public health 
inspector was needed in order that the Council’s then statutory duties might be adequately performed. 
The fourth inspector was eventually appointed and took up his duties in the summer of 1955. Some 
six months later, in 1956, the officer resigned to take up another local government appointment. In 
the autumn of this year another public health inspector resigned for the same reason. Despite ad- 
vertisement on several occasions offering conditions comparable with those offered by other authori- 
ties only two applications were received and in the event neither candidate accepted the post. Thus 
the Council has only had the benefit of its proper establishment for some six months since 1954, and 
at the end of the year it seemed to be faced with the likelihood of having only 50% of its required staff 
for an indefinite period. To break this impasse the Council decided to implement a scale higher than 
the nationally determined one for its additional inspectors and one offering increments spread over a 
longer period. Advertisement for one inspector on these lines was initially authorised and brought 
prompt response, so that early in 1957 an appointment was able to be made. 

On August 2nd the Sanitary Inspectors (Change of Designation) Act, 1956, came into force 
changing the title ‘ Sanitary Inspector’ to ‘ Public Health Inspector’ which bears more relation to 
the valuable duties performed by these officers. 

With the staffing difficulties the smooth running of the department has been somewhat upset this 
year and some of the statutory duties have had to receive cursory attention. In the main food hygiene 
in the broadest sense and including the maintenance of 100% meat inspection in the nine slaughter- 
houses in the district, has been the chief objective. A considerable amount of work has been done 
with regard to sewer connections, particularly in Fulbourn in the area of the cone of depression of the 
Water Co’s wells as already mentioned. Work in connection with housing problems has as usual 
occupied much of the staff’s time. 

Generally speaking, reviewing 1956 and the five years before that, the tale is one of steady progress 
in providing better environmental conditions in the district and thus enhancing the public health. 

To the Chairman and members of the Public Health Committee I, on behalf of the Department, 
express our thanks for the help and encouragement given during the year. 

Mr. Newman, Chief Public Health Inspector, has had many difficulties to surmount during the 
year, in this he has been loyally supported by Mr. Addison who has now been nine years with the 
department. To these officers and to the two who resigned during the year I record my gratitude for 
their great help. 


I am, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
PAC Y SE Re VLD: B:S2.D-P.H: 


Medical Officer of Health. 
June 1957. 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 


(The mid-year home population is used for the statistical calculations.) 


Live Births Male Female 
Legitimate Ks a .e a .. i nolo 314 
Illegitimate F i¢ se i él + 12 9 

Totals ha, |i Roi Seat Senta ity OF Memeo 323 


Birth rate per thousand estimated population 
Birth rate corrected by comparability factor (1.08) 
Birth rate per thousand population (England and Wales) . 


Stillbirths Male Female 
Legitimate 4 A be ie fe t js 
Illegitimate ae re e HJ oS. a — a 
Totals. 6) 0) pijly Sat Gv thot bee Batanga 5 


Rate per thousand live and still births 
Rate per thousand live and stillbirths (England and Wales) 


Male Female 
Deaths... ‘ hh neon 229 
Death rate per thousand estimated population * i ae 
Death rate corrected by comparability factor (0.81) .. 
Death rate per thousand population (England and Wales) 
Infant Mortality. Deaths of infants under one year of age. 
Male Female 
Legitimate st fs Se 4) a pe 7 (2) 5 (5) 
Illegitimate if - of ” a “7 — _ 
Totals .. e oe 5 iY 7 7 (2) 5 (5) 


(Deaths of infants under four weeks of age are shown in brackets.) 


Infant Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one year per thousand live pcs 
Infant Mortality Rate. (England and Wales) 
Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infants under four weeks per thousand live births) 
Legitimate Infant deaths per thousand legitimate live births 
Illegitimate Infant deaths per thousand illegitimate live births .. 
Maternal Deaths. (Deaths ascribed to Phe age childbirth and | abortion) 
Deaths from cancer (all ages) . 
Deaths from tuberculosis (all ages) 
Respiratory ss “2 6 Male 3 Female 
Non-Respiratory .. x .. Nil Male Nil Female 
Deaths from whooping cough .. in ae a Be 
Deaths from measles 
Deaths from pneumonia 
Deaths from influenza . 
Deaths from diarrhoea (under 2 years). 


CERTAIN COMPARATIVE RATES 


1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 

*Birth Rate 15.3 152 15.8 14.7 15.4 15-7 
*Death Rate 123 10.0 10.5 11.0 V1.3 12.0 
Infant Mortality Rate 20.1 20.1 112 15:2 11.3 18.6 
(12) (12) (7) (9) (7) (12) 


* These rates are uncorrected. The figures in brackets are the numbers of infant deaths in each year. 


TABLE CLASSIFYING DEATHS UNDER AGE GROUPS 


Ages Male Female Total 
Under | year a ee ys ce He a: i] 5 12 
1 and under 2 6 1 — l 
2 and under 5 — 1 1 
Sand under 15 .. hs ie of a a 1 —_ 1 
15 and under 25... 5a Ae a ces ae 5 — 5 
25 and under 35... Le ee: ie be at 3 1 4 
35 and under 45... a {as - ei at 7 8 15 
45 and under 55 .. ae $3 es i. sah 22 15 37 
55 and under 65... nk al Bs Py My 37 26 63 
65 and under 75 .. oo se} aS a oe 74 50 124 
75 and over nt Ah i i Mu ¥. 104 Zz 227 
Totals .. a “< ae ~ orlha2Oil 229 490 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA 


Medical Officer of Health 


“The Cambridgeshire United Districts (Medical Officer of Health) Order, 1951” provides for 
the appointment of a medical officer of health to the Chesterton, Newmarket and South Cambridge- 
shire Rural District Councils. 

Under the present arrangements this officer is also appointed deputy county and school medical 
officer to the Cambridgeshire County Council. 


Public Health Inspectors 


Mr. E. B. Newman remains as Chief Public Health Inspector with Mr. N. D. Addison to assist 
him. During the year Mr. W. Cutts and Mr. W. McLennan both resigned to take up other local 
government appointments. These losses had not been replaced by the end of the year despite repeated 
advertisements which included the offer of housing accommodation and the payment of car allowances. 


Laboratory Facilities 


Chemical and bacteriological examinations of water are made by the Public Analyst at Cambridge. 
The Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge, undertakes bacteriological and biological examinations 
of milk and bacteriological examinations of water samples, and all necessary examinations in cases of 
infectious diseases. 


Hospitals 


Cases of infectious disease are treated at the Isolation Hospital, Cambridge. So far as general 
hospitals are concerned, Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge, deals with the majority of cases from 
this area. The only hospitals i in the area are the Mental Hospital at Fulbourn and that for the treat- 
ment of tuberculosis in connection with the Papworth Village Settelment. 


i! 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 1956 


Measles 


The epidemic noted last year continued into 1956, 232 cases being notified as against 509 last year. 
At the beginning of the year, up to the 17th week, the weekly number of cases notified varied markedly 
but there was a definite peak at the 14th week. After the 17th week incidence fell away. 


Scarlet Fever 


37 cases were notified as against 32 in 1955. The numbers notified in each quarter were, 19, 12, 
3, 3. The cases were sporadic. In the five years 1951/55 a total of 255 cases have been notified. 
In the ten years 1941/50 346 cases occurred. 


Whooping Cough 
About half as many cases were notified as in the previous year. 


Poliomyelitis 
Two cases occurred, one paralytic and one non-paralytic. 


Food Poisoning 
5 cases were reported during the year as opposed to 19 in the previous year. 


Dysentery 


25 cases were notified during the year. 13 of these cases were due to Sonne dysentery connected 
with an outbreak in the Stapleford/Shelford area. One case of Flexner dysentery occurred in a child 
returned from abroad. There were therefore 11 other sporadic cases of Sonne dysentery in the area 
during the year. 

The outbreak of Sonne dysentery in the Stapleford/Shelford area came to light when on June 4th 
two notifications were received relating to children suffering from Sonne dysentery. Their cases were 
discussed with the family doctor and in the course of the conversation it became apparent that there 
were likely to have been people of all ages who had recently suffered from this illness, which can be 
very mild causing the patient practically no inconvenience. There is, however, always the danger of 
serious and indeed fatal infection amongst the very old and very young. Cases of Sonne dysentery 
had been occurring in the City of Cambridge for some time and spread to the surrounding dormitory 
villages was not remarkable. Several doctors’ practices were involved and all were brought into 
consultation together with the County Council’s Principal School Medical Officer. From all concerned 
excellent co-operation was forthcoming. 

The public health department was heavily committed, all cases having to be visited and details 
of contacts collected. Whereas the family doctors were in the main concerned with actual cases, the 
department was concerned with the contacts as well, the majority of whom had to submit one or more 
faecal specimens; the department being responsible for the arrangement and collection of such 
specimens. 

When the family doctor finished treatment, the department took over the follow up of faecal 
specimens until the required number of negative specimens was obtained. There were found to be 
30 persons excreting the organism of whom 13 were notified cases. Some 15 families were involved 
and 16 other families investigated to a greater or lesser extent, together with various other persons 
where there was suspicion of infection or it was necessary to exclude the question of them being 
infected. 

One food handler was stood off work pending investigation; she was found to be uninfected. 
The three school meals assistants at Stapleford School were also found to be uninfected. Two food 
handlers at Sawston Village College were also investigated with negative results. 

Some 22 children at Stapleford School were affected. The sanitary arrangements at this school 
are not adequate; unfortunately any question of improvement is dependent upon the village being 
sewered, a scheme which is part of the remainder of the Southern Area Scheme awaiting the Minister’s 
sanction for completion. It is particularly vital that schools should have adequate sanitary facilities 
so that personal hygiene can be taught and inculcated at an early age; such habits of good personal 
hygiene are the best safeguard against the spread of bowel infections. 
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By the middle of July all affected families had been cleared, except one in which two children 
persistently excreted the organism. They were not finally cleared until November. 


FOOD POISONING 


Five cases were reported during the year as opposed to nineteen in the previous year. One 
incident of interest regarding Salmonella typhimurium infection occurred in a farming family. 

In December a general practitioner reported a family infected with this organism and on investi- 
gation it was found that the family consisted of mother, father and three boys, aged 10, 5 and 3 years, 
together with a herdsman who was living in the house. Six weeks prior to the doctor reporting the 
infection the whole household had been taken ill with diarrhoea and vomiting. The family doctor 
had been called in but did not take any specimens from the patients nor was the incident reported. 
Slightly ante-dating this occurrence an illness was affecting the calves in the farmer’s herd; a veterinary 
surgeon was called in and decided they were suffering from scours. Between that time and when the 
family doctor reported the infection in the family, the family continued to have attacks of abdominal 
pain from time to time, and it was this fact which finally caused specimens from the family to be 
submitted for bacteriological examination when it was found that the three boys were excreting Sa/mon- 
ella typhimurium. 

At about this time a calf died and it was arranged with the veterinary investigation officer for it 
to be examined for Salmonella infection. It was finally possible to show that the dead calf and the 
three boys were all infected with the same organism, Salmonella typhimurium phage type la. Four 
other calves who were ill and similarly infected did not succumb. Rectal swabs from all the cows in 
the herd proved to be negative. A sample of the milk examined also proved negative. The milk 
from the herd was sent in bulk for pasteurisation and distribution in the City of Cambridge. Never- 
theless, in view of the facts at the time and pending completion of the investigations, it was decided to 
place a Diversion Order on the supply. 


Diphtheria 
No case of diphtheria occurred during the year. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH (Infectious Disease) REGULATIONS 1953 


Under these Regulations a special provision is made to facilitate the investigation and control of 
outbreaks of ‘ Food Poisoning ’ (which includes typhoid fever, paratyphoid fever, or other salmonella 
infection, dysentery and staphylococcal infection likely to cause food poisoning) in that (a) the existing 
provisions regarding the prevention of a person suffering from a food poisoning infection from con- 
tinuing in or entering into an occupation connected with the preparation and handling of food or 
drink are now extended to include ‘ carriers’ of food poisoning infections, (b) local authorities may 
authorise their medical officer of health to issue on their behalf notices where required to effect (a) 
immediately if he thinks it necessary and then report such action to his authority as soon as possible. 

Such authority has been given to the medical officer of health. 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN AGE GROUPS 1956 


; Acute Poliomyelitis 
Scarlet | Whooping 
Age in Years Fever Cough Paralytic | Non Paralytic Measles | Diphtheria! Dysentery | Totals 
Under 1 year — 11 — a 5 - — 
— 2 1 _ —- 16 a _ 
2— 2 11 _— — 16 — 1 
3— — 6 1 _ 31 —- 1 
4— 3 10 _ = 23 = ae 
5—9 21 37 — 1 118 — 12 
10—14 9 5 — _— 14 — 4 
15—25 — — = = 4 = 2 
25 and over — — —_ — 4 _- 5 
Age Unknown —_— — — — 1 — ~ 
Totals 37 81 1 1 232 — 25 377 
1955 Totals 32 173 3 3 509 6 726 


. Acute Food Puerperal Ophthalmia 
Age in Years Pneumonia Erysipelas Poisoning Pyrexia Neonatorum 


65 and over 
Totals 


1955 Totals 


MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH 
Annual case incidence and deaths 1946—1956 


DISEASE | | 1955 | TOTAL 


Measles 


509. 4|.3,093 


Whooping 
cough 
Cases 
Deaths 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Eighteen respiratory cases were notified for the first time during the year, and two non-respiratory. 
Two respiratory cases were discovered from scrutiny of the death returns. On balance at the end of 
the year the number of persons on the respiratory register decreased by thirty and that on the non- 
respiratory had decreased by seven. 
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TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER 1956 


Respiratory \NonRespiratory| Total 
Male| Female | Male | Female | Male | Female 


1. Number of cases on register at commence- 
ment of year ZiT 159 31 31 | 248 190 


2. Number of cases notified for first time during 
the year under regulations 6 12 Zz — 


3. Cases restored to register = ee |, as om 


4. Cases added to register otherwise than by 
notification under regulations 

(a) Transferred from other Districts | 12 13 -- 1 

(b) From Death Returns 2 — os — 


5. Number of cases removed from register 35 40 4 6 


6. Number of cases remaining on register at 
end of year 202 144 29 26 


AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION 
RESPIRATORY AND NON-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES ON REGISTER 31.12.56 


MALE FEMALE TOTAL | 
AGE GROUP | Resp. | Non Resp.| Resp. \ Non Resp.| Resp.\ Non Resp. | GRAND TOTAL 
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42 


88 
99 
45—55 61 


55—65 27 


65 and over 18 


TOTALS 202 346 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 47 
No action was necessary during the year under this section. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 50 
No burials were effected during the year under the provisions of this section. 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


The following is a summary of inspections carried out during 1956:— 


TOTAL INSPECTIONS RECORDED 


General Sanitation 
Miscellaneous visits re complaints, etc. 
Visits re drainage or sewerage 
Water supplies 
Water samples taken 
Factories Acts 


Visits re verminous persons or property. . 


Public cleansing visits 
Shops Acts, etc. 
Schools 

Rag Flock Acts 

Pet Shops 


Inspection of Food and Food Premises 
Visits re sampling (milk and other foods) 
Visits to slaughterhouses .. 
Butchers shops ; 
Preserved Food Premises :— 

(1) Sausage Manufacturers. . 
(2) Fried Fish Shops 
Ice Cream Premises (Retailers) 
Cafe and Restaurants 
Other Food Premises 
Bakehouses .. 
Retail Dairies 


Licensed Premises (Public Houses, etc.) 


Housing 
Housing inspections (P.H.A. 1936) 
Reinspections bi . + 
Housing inspections (Housing Acts) 
Reinspections 
Moveable Dwellings 


Infectious Diseases 
Visits and enquiries 
Disinfections 


6,509 
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HOUSING 


The following paragraphs indicate the progress made by the Council in meeting the housing 
needs of the area :— 


1. Total number of houses erected by the Council between 1920 and 1939 LZ sp 1,320 


2. Post War housing progress :— 


Permanent Non-Traditional Prefabs Total 

Dwellings completed in 1946 18 — 5 23 
a re » 1947 52 16 45 113 
os a » 1948 77 10 —- 87 
a “s » 1949 | 70 -- 91 
3 >. ot 1950 LS -= —- 115 
ss x ¥ WetSSt 133 _- — 133 
a 3 yp 952 106 -—- as 106 
, at nlO53 184 -— — 184 
a Sy 3 1954 229 70 ~- 299 
i a oe W955 121 28 — 149 
is 4 po) 1956 90 —- -— 90 
1,146 194 50 1,390 


These figures are exclusive of conversions into flats and conversion of hutted dwellings. 


Total number of dwellings completed up to 31.3.57: 


Prefabricated Bungalows 7 50 
Bungalows 5 ee si 177 
Flats i a na a 33 
Non-Traditional Houses ~ 174 
Hut Conversions Be “ 225 
Permanent Houses ie i 956 

Total 1,615 


Dwellings in course of erection or contracts drawn up:— 


Permanent Houses ae A 81 
Bungalows ea si e 32 
Total iS 


3. Number of houses built by private enterprise during 1956:— 


Permanent Houses He aie 260 
Temporary Sr ae 2% Nil 
Prefabs... is Ne iP Nil 
Conversions (units) ‘2 ts 10 

Total 270 
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4. Temporary Hutments 
The position at 31st March, 1957, was as follows :— 


Total Originally Number Abandoned Still 
Type and Parish Converted or Demolished Occupied 
Converted Huts (5 years) 
Fen Ditton 10 10 Nil 
Fulbourn Zz 2 Nil 
Stapleford 11 11 Nil 
Graveley 14 12 2 
Longstanton 26 26 Nil 
Cottenham 12 12 Nil 
Bourn 110 98 12 
Converted Huts (10 years) 
Waterbeach 11 11 Nil 
Stow-cum-Quy 52 9 43 
Unconverted Huts 
Waterbeach 1 1 Nil 
Graveley 11 11 Nil 
Conington 2 Z Nil 
Bourn 22 ; 22 Nil 
Totals 284 pay | 57 


As will be seen from the above the elimination of these sub-standard dwellings continues satis- 
factorily. Of the 57 remaining, 43 at Stow-cum-Quy will be released during 1957 and the remainder 
will be abandoned as soon as alternative accommodation can be made available. 


5. Requisitioning 
At the 31st March, 1957, only 1 property remained on requisitioning compared with 56 in 1946. 


6. Moveable Dwellings and Camping Sites 
The following figures indicate the position at 31st December, 1956: 


Number of licences issued during the year for individual caravans .. “2 re. 63 
Number refused .. 33 As. 3 br ou i ~ - ae 3 
Number of new site licences issued 3 ae Aa f = be As 3 
Vehicles involved .. ae a ay we sls aes aa te if 18 
Number of site licences refused .. re i = Ase 5) ae a8 Nil 
Total number of individual licences in force at 31.12.56 ie - ae Af 134 
Total number of site licences in force at 31.12.56 a - ne Ar ig 20 
Total number of vehicles involved ae Me he Ee | e- a a2 165 
Total visits paid .. ts oe ‘vs - és bie we we a 214 


It was anticipated that the considerable provision of residential caravan sites in the area would 
prove sufficient but there has been a somewhat disturbing increase in the demand for sites at the 
present time. Apparently young couples are once again resorting to caravans having regard to the 
high cost of house purchase. The demand can probably be met by private development. Little 
difficulty has been experienced during the past year with existing licensed sites which have been well 
managed. One site for 5 caravans was connected to the sewer and electricity was laid on to another 
site of 38 caravans. Action was taken to secure the destruction of one caravan deemed to be unfit 
for occupation and in connection with one small site for overcrowding. 

The seasonal influx of caravan dwellers in the fruit growing areas is now on a much reduced scale 
and presents no difficulty. 
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7. Slum Clearance 

The slum clearance survey completed in February, 1956, revealed a total of 703 unfit dwellings 
(5.8% of the dwellings in the district) and action has been taken in respect of 154 up to 31st December, 
1956. 


A summary of action taken under thre Housing Acts during the year was as follows :— 


Houses inspected .. bg Be sts sts te te rae * ie 571 
Reinspections made Pes oe - any Mis fe * sd 35 95 
Demolition orders made .. ey a > m Js ? be 39 
Houses demolished ee : ne ay " bd - a 33 
Undertakings (Section 11 (3)) accepted — ae ee ee p a a 3 
Undertakings (Section 11 (3)) cancelled oe oh bi vis on he 3 
Houses made fit .. 67 
Since the passing of the Housing ‘Act, 1930, the following action has been taken:— 

Houses demolished : : ; : ” oe 505 
Demolition orders not yet complied with ie kis ie nt om ~ 59 
Houses demolished (voluntarily) me ae P i = 34 
Houses subject to undertakings (Section | il @) bag bs 53 ae * a 
Houses or parts closed .. om a! a ne “3 6 
Houses made fit by formal action ‘t se Bs 53 me = “i 30 
Houses made fit by informal action = * 7 4 ray 989 


Note:—These figures are totals up to 31st December, 1956. 


8. Improvement Grants (Housing Act, 1949) 

The Council has operated the scheme since its inception apart from a period from December, 
1955 to December, 1956, when the scheme was suspended due to staffing difficulties. A summary of 
the action taken since the introduction of the Act (up to 31st March, 1957) is as follows :— 


Total applications for grants received .. UF a at = oe 192 
Total applications approved ee 3 “e Ape a a a 184 
Total applications disapproved .. an a ia =! = _ 8 
Number of dwellings involved .. : ve 4 re P 258 
Total cost of approved work (not withdrawn) _ x A: = .. £126,460 2 3 
Average total cost per dwelling <f = = ae =3 os £490 3 1 
Total amount of grant involved .. ny oi Ly de. “6 .. £61,404 14 7 
Average amount of grant per dwelling .. Ke be i rs # £238 0 1 
Total payments made up to 31.3.57 oe - S sh sie .. £44,343 15 9 
The approved schemes provided for the following :— 
1. Remedying fundamental defects in the structure of the dwelling .. * a; 63 
2. Fitting larger windows to improve light and ventilation .. x. et - 60 
3. Laying on internal water supply F Are ee fs i BG _ 70 
4. Installing hot water system .. i Ar a a - ee = 242 
5. Provision of water closet ies “if Ss vi be a ae - 214 
6. Provision of bath oe oe Es - - a rd oe a 222 
7. Provision of sink a ie = ae ae e fe 115 
8. Provision of new or improved ‘drainage a = ek ee 3 ae 223 
9. Provision of gas or electric points .. is “a ae - ae 3a 215 
10. Installation of new heating appliances a af on * = ne 123 
11. Provision of solid fuel cooking appliances .. a ak ie ee oe 78 
12. Provision of new or improved food stores .. Pe PY “ss ake ae 116 
13. Provision of fuel] stores oA oe ee es oe “% Ae er 48 
14. Additional accommodation: 
(a) living room(s) .. oe Pen fe ee Ls e ats me 2 
(b) bedroom(s) Rs ae - ; we ' ze oe Ms 22 
It is interesting to note that the dwellings inelideds in aa schemes were owned as follows :— 
(a) Owner-occupiers < ak ie e a3 ai See * Ae 129 
(b) Small property owners oe Se af Ee 57 
(c) Large individual property owners (exceeding 10) ay. Be as ix as 8 
(d) Estates, property Companies, etc. .. : : se a Ee ai 64 
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9. Old People’s Bungalows 

During the year the Council set aside a portion of their Histon Estate for the erection of 18 old 
people’s bungalows of various types—one of which has been let to a resident Warden, by arrangement 
with the County Welfare Department. 


10. The Remaining Need 
Reference to the housing lists as at 31st March, 1957, indicated the hie position :— 
Applicants awaiting accommodation 


Families in lodgings, etc. a > et be a - ae rs 350 
Overcrowded ae Ae ee me at - is _ Nh 70 
Sub-standard accommodation yi oe Bi ce Bh ne fe a 186 
Tied Cottages (under notice, etc.) = ay a ee hy ¥ =i 90 
Other reasons Ber iB e bes fe uJ wr: re ox a 205 


The Council has resolved that their future housing programme for the time being at least shall be 
confined to houses for slum clearance only and houses for general needs will not be built. 


Nevertheless, the Council has built a total of 2,710 dwellings (out of a total of 12,624 houses in 
the area) and utilised 225 hutments. Approximately 549 slum clearance houses remain to be dealt 
with, many of which are occupied by elderly persons or childless couples. Consequently the programme 
will include a high proportion of small units of accommodation, and on this basis one can visualise a 
building programme of at least 100 dwellings per year for the next 5 years. 
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POST WAR HOUSING’ TABLE 1 
PARISH ALLOCATION 


(Houses under contract or work commenced 31.3.57) 


Permanent Construction Temp. Accom. 
Allocated Completed Allocated | Completed 
Parish |S 
Bungalows Bungalows | Huts and Huts and 
Houses and Flats Houses and Flats | Prefabs etc. | Prefabs etc. 

Barton 6 — 6 — —- — 
Bourn 40 12 40 12 110 110 
Boxworth 4 — 4 — — — 
Caxton 19 10 19 10 -- —— 
Comberton 4 — 4 — — — 
Conington 8 — 8 — — — 
Coton 50 3 50 3 = — 
Cottenham 76 8 716 8 2? 22 
Croxton 8 — 8 oo —- — 
Dry Drayton 8 —_ 8 — — — 
Elsworth 12 — 12 — — — 
Eltisley 9 — 9 — a -- 
Fen Ditton 24 2 15 — = — 
Fen Drayton 20 4 16 _ —- — 
Fulbourn 46 4 16 — 10 10 
Girton 85 20 59 10 —- — 
Grantchester 8 a 8 _— = = 
Graveley 14 6 14 a 14 14 
Harlton i — 7 — — — 
Harston 58 10 58 10 a _- 
Haslingfield 38 15 38 15 — — 
Histon 102 22 102 22 ~- — 
Horningsea 16 4 16 4 —- -- 
Impington 36 2 36 2 10 10 
Knapwell 6 —- 6 a= a = 
Landbeach 14 2 14 2 — — 
Lolworth 8 _— 8 — —_ — 
Longstanton 26 9 26 9 26 26 
Madingley 8 — 8 — _- — 
Milton 28 — 28 — — — 
Newton 4 — 4 — —- _ 
Oakington 24 13 24 13 10 10 
Over 22 5 22 5 — 
Rampton 1] — 11 — — 
Great Shelford 144 42 144 42 10 10 
Little Shelford 18 — 18 — — — 
Stapleford 10 — 10 J -—— --- 
Stow-cum-Quy 28 6 16 _ 52 52 
Swavesey 26 6 26 6 — — 
Teversham 12 — 12 — — a 
Toft 12 — 12 — — —- 
Waterbeach 45 16 45 16 11 11 
Great Wilbraham 8 — 8 — — -= 
Little Wilbraham 18 6 18 6 _- — 
Willingham 41 15 41 15 — -- 

Totals Au 242 1 130 210 275 275 


17 


WATER SUPPLY 


Since the last report, small mains extensions have been carried out in the parishes of Comberton, 
Swavesey and Waterbeach. A further extension in the area of the Cambridge University and Town 
Waterworks Company (Whittlesford Road, Little Shelford) is nearing completion and at the request 
of the Ministry an extension to serve Chesterton Fen Road, Milton, will be put in hand early in 1957. 
The new trunk mains to serve the Ramsey and St. Ives Joint Water Board are being laid through part 
of the area to enable the Board to take a bulk supply from the Cambridge University and Town 
Waterworks Company. 


The scheme for supplying the hamlet of Chittering from the Council’s main at Cottenham has not 
so far materialised. The proposals are awaiting Ministerial approval and are dependent on the 
Water Company’s ability to afford the necessary increased supply. 


An application has been received from the Fen Drayton Land Settlement Association to take a 
supply from the Council’s mains for domestic use (50 houses) in place of their private supply from 
shallow gravel wells which has been a source of concern in recent months. A scheme is in course of 
preparation for the laying of the necessary additional mains. 


Sufficiency of Supply 


No difficulty was experienced during the year in meeting the demands on the various sources of 
supply. The resources of the Chesterton and St. Ives Joint Water Board appear ample since the supply 
was supplemented from the old R.A.F. bore at Harlton. The supply from the Council’s works at 
Willingham was strained somewhat during the Summer months due to intensive use for horticultural 
purposes but no serious shortage resulted. 


Chlorination and Softening 


All public supplies are chlorinated with the exception of the Council’s works at Harston (serving 
a population of approximately 1,000). The Cambridge University and Town Waterworks Company’s 
supply is softened but all other supplies have a rather high hardness figure as will be seen from Table 
No. 2. The application of the Chesterton and St. Ives Joint Water Board for loan sanction to install 
softening plant at their 3 pumping stations has been disapproved by the Ministry for the present. 


Willingham Water Company 


Since the acquisition of this works in April, 1955, the Council has purchased additional land 
around the well to afford greater protection and float control gear has been installed in the tower to 
obviate pumping to waste. The supply has been under strict supervision and no difficulty has arisen 
from a bacteriological point of view. The installation of meters is proceeding as circumstances 
permit in order to bring this service into line with the remainder of the Council’s undertakings. 


Sampling 


All public supplies are sampled regularly for bacteriological examination by the Public Health 
Laboratories, and full chemical and bacteriological reports are made quarterly by the Public Analyst. 
Sampling is carried out throughout the whole distribution system in order to afford as wide a coverage 
as possible and a summary of the results is shown in Table No. 4. 
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The unsatisfactory samples from Fulbourn and Grantchester were obtained during the course 
of investigation into minor bacterial contamination of the mains of the Cambridge Water Company 
—subsequently found and eliminated. The remaining unsatisfactory samples from public 
supplies were due to slight contamination of the service pipes, taps, etc., and were not of serious 
consequence. 

The samples from the Fen Drayton Land Settlement supply shows a very high nitrate figure (as 
high as 3.25 parts per million) with the consequent risk of methaemoglobinaemia in infants and invalids. 
The supply is from shallow gravel wells and is untreated. An alternative scheme has been mentioned 
in a previous paragraph. 

In the remaining cases of unsatisfactory private supplies steps were taken to secure connection 
to the mains or the improvement of the existing sources. 


TABLE NO. 2 
TYPICAL RESULTS OF ANALYSES OF PUBLIC SUPPLIES 


T Cambridge | Willingham | Joint Water | MHarston Over 
est Water Co. | Waterworks Board Waterworks _ Waterworks 

Physical Characters Good Good Good Good Good 
Reaction (pH value) Tee. 7.1 qi 7.9 6.9 
Parts per 100,000 
Chlorine 2.0 3.85 8.0 2.10 6.50 
Ammonia (free and saline) 0.0010 0.0006 0.0128 0.0362 0.0030 
Ammonia (albuminoid) 0.0006 0.0076 0.0042 0.0006 | 0.0258 
Oxygen absorbed in 3 hours at 37°C. 0.0445 0.0481 0.0378 0.0227 0.1807 
Nitrites absent absent absent absent absent 
Nitrates 0.70 1.55 absent absent 0.05 
Poisonous Metals absent absent absent absent absent 
Bacteriological Examination 
Coliform organisms in 100 mls. Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing 

at 37°C. Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing - 

at 21°C. Nil 4 Nil Nil Nil 
Maximum hardness during year 

(parts per 100,000) 21.8 48.2 46.5 5.9 53.5 
Minimum hardness during year 

(parts per 100,000) 13.9 43.5 44.5 5.5 52.5 
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TABLE 3 
WATER SAMPLING YEAR ENDING 31.12.56 


, Public Supplies Private Supplies 
Parish a 
Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 


Barton 3 
Bourn 

Caldecote 

Caxton 
Comberton 
Coton 

Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 

Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 

Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 

Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 

Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 

Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 

Milton 

Newton 
Oakington 

Over 

Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 

Toft 

Waterbeach 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbarham, Litttle 
Willingham 
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Totals 


SUMMARY OF WORK CARRIED OUT BY THE DEPARTMENT 


Total number of visits made re water supplies ae 411 
Total samples taken... — ws es a tee ss Pa wi et 275 
Samples reported fit:— 

(a) Public Supplies 54 3 si a Pe ae ve ie ae 196 

(b) Private Supplies ee an bs on a ss iG oui be 33 
Samples reported unfit:— 

(a) Public Supplies AP ef as bys ds: # “ee sie o 24 

(b) Private Supplies 20 
Water Supplies sin ns ay as a result of action by the department (excluding mains 

extensions) . ts bx , : at : : 8 11 
Statutory notices ‘served =f a Fs I A: Me A ae 23 Nil 
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Cc. 
Cc. 


PARISH 


Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingford 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


Totals 


R. 
Ww 


PIPED WATER SUPPLIES AT 31.3.57 


Population 
1951 
Census 


38,645 


D.C, Chesterton Rural District Council. 
.W. Cambridge University and Town Waterworks Company. 


TABLE NO. 4 


Statutory 
Authority 
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No. of No. of VAG 
Dwellings Dwellings Dwellings at 
(Rate Books) taking Supply RI ee TG | 
sles aye (Rated) 
192 146 76.0 
336 316 94.0 
66 64 94.0 
141 133 94.3 
128 123 96.9 
7 6 87.5 
202 169 83.6 
42 42 100.0 
179 165 92.0 
916 891 97.2 
66 65 98.5 
124 116 93.5 
161 153 95.0 
97 96 99.0 
201 165 82.1 
144 76 52.8 
508 467 91.9 
760 756 99.4 
166 160 96.4 
62 54 87.1 
157 138 87.8 
81 69 85.2 
362 355 98.0 
264 224 84.8 
130 122 93.8 
968 967 99.9 
124 113 91.1 
442 438 99.0 
37 32 86.4 
210 168 80.0 
42 30 m2 
189 173 91.5 
69 64 91.3 
242 212 87.2 
88 66 dee. 
199 195 99.5 
351 316 90.0 
278 278 100.0 
32 28 87.5 
91 87 95.6 
1,009 992 98.3 
209 182 86.6 
394 345 87.5 
170 153 90.0 
306 298 97.3 
160 160 100.0 
85 76 89.4 
S11 411 80.4 
14 14 100.0 
147 128 87.0 
128 116 90.6 
637 621 97.4 
12,624 11,734 92:9 


PUBLIC CLEANSING 


Refuse Collection 
The department continues to be responsible for public cleansing and the following schedule is 
operated :— 


Houses Fortnightly Houses 


Girton 760 Cottenham 916 
Harston 362 Fen Ditton 201 
Hauxton 130 Landbeach 210 


Histon 968 Milton 242 
Impington 442 Newton 88 
Great Shelford 1,009 Waterbeach 511 
Little Shelford 209 
Stapleford 394 


Total (33.8%) | 4274 | Total (17.1%) | 2,168 


Monthly | Houses Monthly | Houses Monthly 


Barton 192 Fen Drayton 144 Over 

Bourn 336 Fulbourn 508 Papworth Everard 
Boxworth 66 Grantchester 166 Papworth St. Agnes 
Caldecote 141 Graveley 62 Rampton 

Caxton 128 Hardwick 157 Stow-cum-Quy 
Childerley 7 Harlton 81 Swavesey 
Comberton 202 Haslingfield 264 Teversham 
Conington 42 Horningsea 124 Toft 

Coton 179 Knapwell 37 Westwick 
Croxton 66 Lolworth 42 Great Wilbraham 
Dry Drayton 124 Longstanton 189 Little Wilbraham 
Elsworth 161 Madingley 69 Willingham 
Eltisley 97 Oakington 199 


Total 6,182 houses (49.1%) 


It will be noted that a weekly service is provided for 4,274 houses in the semi-urban parishes 
(33.8 %) a fortnightly collection 2,168 houses in six parishes (17.1%) and a monthly collection from the 
remaining 6,182 houses (49.1 °%). 

The recent development in the parishes adjoining Cambridge and the distance to be travelled for 
disposal purposes has necessitated larger vehicles and two 16/18 cu. yd. diesel vehicles are at present 
employed plus one 12 cu. yd. side loading vehicle (petrol) and one 12/15 cu. yd. moving floor vehicle. 
A third diesel engined vehicle is on order. 

The rate equivalent for 1957/8 is 11.2d. and is only maintained at this figure by enlisting the co- 
operation of householders on a curb side collection system. 


Disposal 

Controlled tipping is carried out at four tips at strategic points in the district (mainly shallow 
gravel workings) and it is becoming increasingly difficult to find suitable sites in a flat area of this kind 
where the water table is close to the surface. 

The work is facilitated by the use of a tractor and muledozer which, although somewhat limited in 
capacity is sufficiently mobile to visit any tip under its own power. Several old sites have been levelled 
and restored to use as a result of this work. Adequate covering material is extremely scarce however. 
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Collection of Salvage 


The market for baled waste paper is still so unstable that it has not been thought worth while to 
re-commence a separate collection. The amount of paper found in domestic refuse in consequence 
however is a source of embarrassment. 


Statistics 
Briefly, the cost statements for the 12 months oe: 31st March, 1957, reveal the following :— 
Total mileage travelled .. : 42,382 miles 
Cost of vehicles per mile (excluding loan charges) “33 zk at 15.70 pence 
Estimated tons of refuse removed and disposed of .. wa at 7,592 tons 
Estimated cost per ton (collection and disposal) ie Ae iad £110 64 
Estimated net cost per ton (after deduction of income) a. a £1 9 93 
Estimated number of clearances “a8 se x a fs 348,526 clearances 
Average cost per clearance oy uF 1 Li a a; 7.9 pence 
Estimated average mileage per ton ae $3 kt a 4 5.58 miles 
Estimated miles per gallon (petrol) x a 7 SF of 6.6 m.p.g. 
Estimated miles per gallon (diesel) ae a Ns bre or 12.1 m.p.g. 
Net annual cost per 1,000 dwellings .. 35 a Pe ny ~ £8965 $. 0 
Net annual cost per 1,000 population .. (3 ae se epornerde 19 old 

Cesspool Emptying 


With the coming into use of the new sewers at Girton, Fulbourn, Histon, Impington, Milton 
and Great Shelford, this service has been curtailed and as from the Ist August, 1956, one cesspool 
emptier was taken off the road. One Karrier/Yorkshire 700 gallon vehicle remains in operation and 
undertakes the casual emptying of cesspools for which a minimum charge of 35/- is made. The 
vehicle is adapted for the collection of night soil and is in considerable demand by other departments 
for the servicing of housing estate sewage disposal plants and the emptying of village drains and 
catchpits. 


A summary of the work carried our during the es ending 31st March, 1957, is as follows :— 


Actual mileage travelled .. SE Me ; -. fis ba 15,014 miles 
Estimated cost per mile .. Me ots i Ae 7 AF 1/24 per mile 
Number of clearances made fr af £. Re a - 1,071 clearances 
Estimated cost per clearance e : oe ~ - ti} ED eBISS 

Estimated number of loads disposed of. he 7 A Mj 1,530 loads 
Estimated cost perload .. - £N10°5 


Disposal is effected mainly by the use of public sewers and sewage disposal works owned by the 
Council. The seasonal use of agricultural land is permitted where no danger to health or nuisance 
can arise. 


Night Soil Collection 


The Council undertakes the following weekly collections :— 
Waterbeach (approx. 350 pails) by direct labour. 
Grantchester (approx. 45 pails) by private contract. 


In addition, a scheme is in operation in conjunction with a private firm of contractors whereby 
a bucket clearance service is available throughout the district at a charge of 1/- per clearance. 


The work carried out by the Council in the parish of Waterbeach during the year ending 31st 
March, 1957, was as follows :— 


Total bucket clearances .. fy: sh hen ar oe <2 17,888 clearances 
Estimated cost per clearance oe wis - Re i a 4.0 pence 
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SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS 


There are no public or privately owned baths or pools in the area to which the public have access 
although much bathing takes place in the River Cam both above and below Cambridge. Contact 
is maintained with the Great Ouse River Board regarding the prevention of pollution and no deteri- 
oration in the condition of the river has been observed during the year. 


SHOPS ACTS 


The following summary shows the action taken by the department during the year (excluding 
routine visits to food shops shown elsewhere) :— 

Total number of shops on Register (31.12.56) =p 5 43 = i} 312 

Inspections recorded , is 28 

It must be borne in mind that most shop premises are small family concerns employing few, if 
any, staff and are frequently visited for other purposes—food hygiene, etc. The provision of adequate 
sanitary accommodation, ventilation and temperature have been covered in previous inspections 
(Section 38 of the Shops Act, 1950). 


VERMINOUS PERSONS OR PREMISES 


Little action has been necessary during the year. The following is a summary :— 
Premises fumigated for:— 
Fleas .. Ei = és Rs aa Be ei =a ee rs 2 
Bugs .. ; 2 
No action was necessary ‘in connection with verminous persons although facilities are made 
available by the United Cambridge Hospitals including the treatment of bedding and articles not 
capable of fumigation on the spot. The services of the Council’s Pests Officer are available in dealing 
with verminous premises. 


DRAINAGE AND CLOSET ACCOMMODATION 


The supervision of all new drainage, drainage alterations and repairs to existing properties remains 
the responsibility of the department, and includes the supervision of all connections to the Council’s 
new sewers (apart from work on the highway). All this work is carried out in close liaison with the 
Surveyor and copies of all drainage plans are submitted to the department before approval. 

With regard to sewer connections the response by householders has been excellent and the figures 
below will give an indication of the progress made. This work has been facilitated by the Council’s 
scheme for spreading the cost over several years and by the efforts of the department to group properties 
together so as to utilise one connection to the sewer. 


Total Properties Connected at 31.3.57 


Parish Council Houses Private Houses 
Fulbourn 10 143 
Girton 54 505 
Histon 67 492 
Impington 36 113 
Milton 41 77 


Great Shelford 400 


Totals 


During the year the Council renewed their application to the Ministry for consent to sewer the 
remainder of Great Shelford, Little Shelford and Stapleford (Contract No. 5) but to date, approval 
has only been given for the remainder of Great Shelford. It is hoped that this Contract will be com- 
menced early in 1957. 

Having regard to the recent (and projected) development in the other two parishes the completion 
of this scheme is considered to be a matter of some urgency. 

The scheme for sewering the parish of Fulbourn is almost completed. Work on the final contract 
(No. 4) will be finished in May, 1957, meanwhile, those sewers included in the earlier contracts are 
now in use. Good progress has been made with the connection of properties within the ‘ cone of 
depression ’ of the wells of the Cambridge University and Town Waterworks Company. 

The scheme for Cottenham (approx. 2,500 population) was the subject of a public inquiry in 
September 1956 for which purpose the village was surveyed by the Department. Unfortunately so 
far the necessary Ministry consent has not been forthcoming. The implementation of this scheme is 
considered very necessary having regard to the existing sanitary circumstances which are worse than 
in any other village in the area. Furthermore, with over 60 unfit properties scheduled for demolition 
the acquisition of additional building land is dependent on proper sewage disposal facilities being 
available. 

A small section of new sewer was laid during the year at Granta Terrace, Stapleford, before the 
road was made up by the Highway Authority. This length will form part of the main scheme when 
Contract 5 is completed. 

During the year a scheme for sewering the parish of Madingley was prepared by the University 
of Cambridge (owners of the village) in conjunction with the Council, to form part of an improvement 
scheme for some 30 cottages. This would also make provision for the small Council house estate 
subject to financial agreement. Tenders have been invited and it is hoped the scheme will proceed in 
1957: 

The University also approached the Council concerning the possibility of sewering the parish of 
Grantchester and a tentative scheme was prepared for consideration. This has not proceeded further 
at present. 

It must be reported that very slow progress is being made in connecting the Council’s houses to 
the sewers and the conversion of the existing pail closets to W.C’s. In a report to the Council in 
early 1956 it was noted that there were more than 400 Council houses which although connected to 
sewage disposal systems were still dependent on pail closets (330 of these are in villages where main 
sewerage schemes have been installed). Some delay has been occasioned by the refusal of the Ministry 
to approve schemes submitted. Briefly the position is as follows:— 

Schemes Approved (Contracts let) 


Fulbourn... J te ue a he u - a an 6 houses 
Milton a re, se mM - af eM OF 4: ee 28 houses 
Histon ae x Bs ih me a at of at te 65 houses 
Fen Ditton i ne be ms ae 35 Me sa = 12 houses 
Graveley ae we ae = ats me e pe Mt? 6 houses 
Villages where schemes have not yet been considered 

*Fulbourn.. ae Se ain oi fe Ss = 81 houses 

*Girton R e8 *; oe att $2 “a as 40 houses 

*Histon oy - ‘ 2% os BF a ae 23 houses 

*Impington .. Bi a a asi a a te 49 houses 
Landbeach .. ae ae tx 3 a ” oe 8 houses 
Longstanton bey =f se BA at oe &: 18 houses 
Toft sit - abs st ® ste ne on 21 houses (to tender in 1957) 
Willingham .. ir 3 ats ee. ea - e2 10 houses 


*These villages have main sewers. 


Whilst no new Council house sites are now developed unless adequate sewage disposal facilities 
are available improvement schemes are very necessary at some existing sites where drainage arrange- 
ments are bad. Unfortunately no progress has yet been made with improvement schemes at Dry 
Drayton, Conington, and Newton, reported upon in the last report. 
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RODENT DESTRUCTION 


A full time Pests Officer and one operator are attached to the department for the enforcement 
of the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949. A free service is given to all domestic properties 
and work on business and other premises is carried out on a contract or recovery basis. The destruc- 
tion of pests, other than rats and mice, such as wasps, hornets, moles, bats, etc., is also undertaken 
for which a charge is made. 

The cost to the Council after deduction of the grant from the Ministry is still less than a 4d. rate 
and the service is in great demand. Although the Act renders the local authority statutorily respons- 
ible for ensuring the destruction of rats and mice on agricultural properties, the majority of this work 
is undertaken by the Cambridgeshire Agricultural Executive Committee on a contract basis. 

Warfarin continues to be the main poison employed with Zinc Phosphide and ANTU substituted 
occasionally. In spite of constant supervision a sudden influx of rats into two refuse tips during 
November, 1956, was noted and promptly dealt with (approximately 300 rats were picked up at one 
site). No other serious infestation was noted. 

The following Table No. 5 shows briefly a summary of the work carried out for the twelve months 
ending 31.3.57. 


Type of Property 


Business & 
Local | Dwellings | Agricultural | Industrial Total 
Authority Premises etc. 
Approximate total number of 
properties in area 20 12,624 1,000 500 14,144 
Properties inspected as a result 
of notification of infestation — 364 a — 364 
Properties inspected without 
notification of infestation 5 7,208 104 302 7,619 
Number of properties found to 
be infested with rats Major 25 28 1 5 36 
Minor 3 2,127 — 15 2,145 
Number of properties found to 
be infested with mice Major — —- a — — 
Minor —- 147 — 4 151 
Number of infested properties 
treated by the Council 5 2,302 1 24 pus) 
Number of notices served under 
Section 4 (treatment) _ -= os _ — 
Number of ‘block control’ 
schemes carried out _ 12 — ae _- 
A summary of the results achieved during this period is as follows:— 
Total number of rats recovered .. ai Re ny bi oe a Fe 4,303* 
Total estimated killed A de % P ey = a 3 » el Fea? 
Number of wasps nests removed * 4s rs +4 in f mh 28 
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Number of premises treated for: 


Mice .. a iy 7) Bf of re sz iy sk %): 25 
Beetles .. ne 2 54 iF 25 Hs 4 
Flies 3 
Moles .. 5 
Bats, etc. 4 


* With the use of the slower acting poisons the number of rats recovered is usually small in relation 
to the total kill. 


FACTORIES 


A summary of the work carried out by the department under the Factories Acts is appended 
below:— 


Number of Factories with mechanical power .. ny 2 23 = eg 114 
Number of Factories without mechanical power ss e ae sc nd 10 
Total on Register 31.12.56 ¥, Me f ag & = m. ie 124 
Inspections recorded by " ae Ww 2 r! & be 62 
Notification of outworkers received AF 3 a. ne bye m = 10 
_Infected premises .. a = t ie “a ws - be ae! Nil 
Notices served Et ee ae ag he io 4 A: rk oe 3 


As a result of action taken during the year the following defects were revealed and remedied :— 
Want of cleanliness 2 it ¥ ay aid ut 

Insufficient sanitary accommodation ut be as ¥ x l 
Unsuitable or defective sanitary accommodation Pes L: ie es 46 5 
Unreasonable temperature a ] 


The limited staff and pressure of other duties has not permitted sufficient attention being paid to 
this aspect of the work. Fortunately most premises are small in character and employ few staff. 
The outworkers are all connected with the tailoring and glove making trades. 

The department is not responsible for the administration of Sections 34—37 of the Factories Act, 
1937 (means of escape in case of fire). 

The Agriculture (Safety, Health and Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956, came into operation on the 
Sth July, 1956, and informal action has already been taken in respect of some nursery premises in the 
area. In one case the owner has agreed to provide new sanitary accommodation and other facilities 
for the staff. It is to be regretted that once again legislation provides a divided responsibility—the 
local authority being responsible for securing the provision of sanitary accommodation and 
inspectors appointed by the Minister for the provision of washing facilities, etc. 


SCHOOLS 


Routine inspections of school canteens and the sampling of school milk is undertaken by the 
department. In the course of such work the great improvements made in the sanitary arrangements 
at the schools in the last few years has been noted. It is of interest to report here some of the recent 
and projected work in this field. 


Bourn New school commenced. 

Girton Second instalment of new school commenced which will enable old school to 
be abandoned. 

Milton Tenders approved for new school. 

Oakington Tenders for substantial improvements will be invited in 1957. 

Teversham New classrooms and drainage completed. 


Stow-cum-Quy Conversion to W.C’s completed. 

Great Shelford | Additional accommodation and kitchen in hand. 

Swavesey New Village College commenced. 

Additional accommodation, etc., has also been provided at Harston, Histon, Stapleford and 
Willingham. 
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The 1957/8 programme is likely to include provision for the following :— 


Coton Development scheme including W.C’s and drainage. 
Haslingfield New W.C’s and cloakrooms. 

Stapleford Development scheme including W.C’s and drainage. 
Fen Ditton W.C’s and cloakrooms. 

Dry Drayton Development scheme including W.C’s and drainage. 
Comberton New Village College. 


Additional accommodation is to be provided at Histon, Longstanton and Waterbeach. 

At both Great Shelford and Stapleford schools accommodation has proved inadequate due to 
the rapid housing development in these areas and efforts to provide more and better accommodation 
have been seriously handicapped, by the delay in the Council’s sewerage scheme occasioned by the 
Ministry’s refusal to permit the completion of Contract 5. In both cases the work will be put in hand 
and temporary cesspools or septic tanks installed pending the availability of the sewers. 


RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951 


Premises registered at 31.12.56 .. 1 
Only one factory in the area is engaged on the manufacture of new upholstered furniture using 
the specified materials. No action was deemed necessary during the year. 


PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951 


Premises registered at 3h 1256)... Ae a oe = ae 4 a 1 

Number of visits recorded a 7 

The only licensed premises consist of one establishment where pets ‘of all kinds are kept pending 
sale from the various local markets. During the year, the trader was encouraged to erect new build- 
ings for this purpose well removed from his breeding establishment. The practice of requesting the 
R.S.P.C.A. Inspector to accompany the officer of the department when visiting such premises was 
objected to and was discontinued in consequence. The legislation is not adequate to ensure proper 
treatment of such animals at all times particularly regarding right of entry and exemption of breeding 
establishments. 


INSPECTION OF FOOD AND FOOD PREMISES 
Milk Supply 

Since milk production on the farm has ceased to be the responsibility of local authorities, the 
department confines its activities to sampling milk in course of delivery to the consumer so as to 
detect any contamination or infection with pathogenic organisms. School milk supplies are sampled 
regularly on behalf of the County Medical Officer of Health. 

It is satisfactory to note that, with effect from 1st October, 1956, the whole of the Council’s 
district became a ‘ special area’ whereby all milk retailed must be froma Tuberculin Tested herd, 
bottled on the farm or have been subject to pasteurisation or sterilisation. By this means the risks 
associated with ungraded milk have been eliminated. 

The following figures (supplied by courtesy of the Cambridgeshire Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittee) indicate the position at 31st March, 1957:— 


Number of wholesale producers in the area... M2 H, &. ce us, 121 
Number of producer retailers .. a wf <% 2} A a, 37 
Number of retail purveyors 26 


Of a total of 158 registered producers i in the area 87 produce Tuberculin Tested milk (55%) and 
approximately 86 herds (54.4%) are attested. 

The following is a summary of the year’s work under the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949:— 

Number of distributors with premises in the area sk 22 


Number of distributors with premises outside the area vf if a af 4 
Visits paid to retail dairies ; 40 7 .. . is ie 9 
Licences issued to retail pasteurised milk ‘ in 8 tis AP P 21 
Licences issued to retail Tuberculin Tested milk ¥ 3 ae a Me 9 
Licences issued to retail T.T. Pasteurised milk i: 2h Hy af a 14 
Licences issued to retail Sterilised milk 53 Ec es as ot v 4 
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Some revision of the cumbersome and confusing system of licensing for the retailing of designated 
milks is long overdue. In an area such as this, bordering on a City, considerable paper work is in- 
volved to little effect. With the new ‘ special area’ procedure it should be possible to substantially 
reduce the number of licences required. 


Milk Sampling 


The following Table No. 6 shows a summary of the milk sampling carried out by the department 
during the year :— 


MILK SAMPLING 1956 


TABLE No. 6 
Bacteriological Examination Biological Examination | 
Category —_— —_—_—_—“ ; 
Samples | No. Passing | No. Failing | No. of Samples| Free from} Positive Brucella 
Taken Test Submitted | Infection IB: Abortus 
1 2 4 | 5 6 7 
ROUTINE SAMPLING 
Tuberculin Tested 10 9 11 1 _ 
Pasteurised 10* 6 — — — 
Ungraded 4 3 — — 
Totals 14 1 — 
SCHOOL MILKS 
Tuberculin Tested 3 3 z 
Pasteurised 3 1 a = | oil. 
Sterilised 100* 83 1 — _ 
Totals 3 ale | 2% 
TOTAL OF ALL SAMPLES 


* 12 samples (Pasteurised) where atmospheric shade temperature too high. 

School supplies now consist almost exclusively of bottled pasteurised milk (usually from one or 
two larger distributors). In the few instances where tuberculin tested milk is supplied, samples are 
submitted for biological examination. No school milk samples were found to be infected with tuber- 
culosis or Brucella abortus organisms during the year, although it will be noted that 6 samples of 
pasteurised milk and 2 samples of tuberculin tested milk failed the prescribed tests. Appropriate 
action was taken in each case. 


Routine sampling of milk in course of delivery and school milks enables the supplies in the area 
to be kept under close supervision as far as bacteriological standards and freedom from infection are 
concerned. The elimination of the sale of ungraded milk as from Ist October, 1956, is yet another 
commendable safeguard and will simplify this work. It will be noted that of 12 samples of tuberculin 
tested milk submitted for biological examination one supply (from a T.T. Attested herd) revealed 
infection with organisms of tuberculosis. A diversion order was made on the 23rd January, 1956, 
under Article 20 of the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, until the herd was certified free from 
infection by the Ministry Veterinary Officers on the 24th February. 


In December, 1956, a curious outbreak of Salmonella typhimurium amongst the family of a dairy 
farmer was thought to originate from infected calves (one of which died) on tne premises. In view 
of all the circumstances it was deemed desirable to place a diversion order on the milk supply—directing 
it for heat treatment until the trouble cleared up. 


Generally speaking, the cleanliness and keeping quality of the milk sold in the area has given rise 
to very few complaints and these were mainly confined to foreign matter in the milk due to the diffi- 
culties associated with large scale mechanical bottling plant. 


29 


BAKEHOUSES 


Number of bakehouses on ae ak (31:92: ad d bi Mi of ‘a 15 
Inspections recorded ‘ 2} 8 ~ A one 5. 44 
Bakehouses redecorated .. a BK (3 ot 4 " . ee 5 
New equipment installed . Bf oF 4 ue a a if 2 
New or improved sanitary accommodation... Ss ¥ i 8 a Nil 
Improved washing facilities dy Me se on ue oe oe ee 3 


During the year the number of bakehouses in use has been further reduced to 15 and of these 8 
are of comparatively recent construction. One is extremely poor and the remainder are in fairly 
good structural condition. Owing to the competition from the large multiple firms the trade is passing 
through a difficult period and one is reluctant to create any additional hardship. They have all been 
visited and advised on the measures necessary to comply with the new Food Hygiene Regulations and 
the necessary improvements are in hand in most cases. The condition of 3 premises is unsatisfactory 
however, and firm action will be necessary. 


PRESERVED FOOD PREMISES (Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955) 


Total number on register (31.12. 2 ere Visits Paid 
Manufacture of sausages .. : . =) 24 165 
Fish fryers .. F 2; ee Ee be 9 16 
Sale only of ice cream. s AO7 47 


The registered premises have all been re-visited since the new Food Hygiene Regulations came 
into force and all have been brought up to the requisite standard, with the exception of 2 fish frying 
premises which need substantial alterations and may be discontinued. 

There are no premises registered from the manufacture of ice cream and registrations are for 
sale only. No loose ice cream is sold and retailers obtain their supplies prepacked from one of 3 large 
manufacturers. 


Ice Cream Sampling 1956 


Samples of ice cream are taken and submitted to the methylene blue test for bacteriological 
cleanliness and the results were as follows :— 


Total samples taken a Aa Se a: 2 we 2 i 2 10* 
Samples in Category 1... - pe ats hs v - Pg 2 5 
Samples in Category2  .. sd st ” as et ne vee hs 4 
Samples in Category3.. Be ys ba ” - “6 rs at 1 
Samples in Category4 .. os fi fe a - ars - _ Nil 


* Including 1 iced lolly. 

The number of samples taken has been reduced having regard to the small number of suppliers 
involved and their products have yielded consistently good results. No difficulty has been experienced 
in securing compliance with the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947. 


FOOD SHOPS, CAFES AND OTHER FOOD PREMISES 
Recorded visits during 1956 were as follows :— 


Butchers Shops... ar a ey! as = Ke me 165 
Cafes, Restaurants, Canteens, etc. Me on oe site a iy Se | 
Retail Dairies i’ a a 43 ah Wr A ul 9 
Miscellaneous visits to food premises af bf ly mn he 5 sa! 341 


The introduction of the new Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955, has added considerable emphasis 
to this aspect of the department’s work and every effort has been made to secure compliance—limited 
only by the absence of adequate staff. In February a circular letter was sent out to all traders enclosing 
abstracts of the Regulations, followed by official visits for the purpose of indicating the work necessary 
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to bring the premises up to the required standard. Premises were dealt with in the order of importance, 
i.e. cafes, restaurants, factory canteens, hospitals, school meals kitchens, were given priority followed 
by butchers and bakers premises, food shops and licensed premises. 

The initial work is well advanced and the co-operation enjoyed from traders has been most 
gratifying. The emphasis has been on adequate and readily accessible washing facilities together 
with improved working surfaces and food storage facilities. 

A very large amount of work has been done by the trade on these premises which it has been 
found impossible to record in detail at this stage. 

Apart from the school meals service and one or two factory canteens there are few premises 
catering for large numbers. 

Little or no difficulty has been encountered by the Inspectors due no doubt to the fact that manage- 
ments and staffs have become more food hygiene conscious of late and an educational approach in a 
helpful spirit is very well received. 

A further transport cafe has been completely rebuilt and re-equipped during the year and this 
aspect of the work has improved materially. 

In addition to the premises mentioned above the following are subject to inspection by the depart- 
ment :— 


Cafes and restaurants be as et oy Pe at st is Hy 16 
Licensed premises (catering) ; 3 S a8 ny oh a 81 
Clubs, etc. (excluding Old People’ 5 Clubs) iP digs 7 ae ne MY 3 
Residential establishments, hospitals, etc. at ae 2% wi Mz fen 14 
Factory canteens .. i bof wt ss fi ‘f ae - - 11 
School canteens .. is rs * 3 4; me as i m 14 


LICENSED PREMISES 


Of the 155 licensed premises recorded in the department’s comprehensive survey during 1946, 
8 have been given up and a further 5 have ceased to trade although licences are still in force. 142 
premises remain. During the year one new house was completed in substitution for old premises 
since demolished. The curtailment of capital expenditure has adversely affected the improvement 
programme of the brewers and the poor trade at some houses has, no doubt, accounted for the sur- 
render of some licences. Both the Licensing Justices and this Council have indicated to the owners 
that houses retained must be brought up to the requisite standard and in most cases this has been done. 
Nevertheless, a few very bad premises remain and active steps are being taken to deal with these. 

The new Food Hygiene Regulations have served to emphasise the importance of adequate glass 
washing arrangements etc., and has, materially strengthened the hand of the department. 

The following is a summary of work carried our during this year, together with improvements 
noted :— 

Number of visits paid a Le af “fe a me 7 we a 92 

New premises completed .. ue ee 

Premises demolished 

Structural improvements . 

New or improved sanitary accommodation 

New or improved drainage 

New or improved glass washing facilities Hs os + ae “e 

Redecoration, etc. 26 10 

The department i is most anxious to see a closer liaison with the Licensing. Justices in connection 
with this work and has offered assistance in relation to all matters concerned with hygiene and sani- 
tation. 


SIN OUOr e 


MEAT INSPECTION 


Nine private slaughterhouses are licensed and animals slaughtered are mainly for consumption 
within the area. The throughput at one large slaughterhouse has been increased to cater for a pro- 
portion of London trade. Occasional slaughtering takes place at Fulbourn Mental Hospital for 
which an inspection service is provided. 

It will be noted that 1,316 visits to slaughterhouses were necessary to ensure 100% inspection 
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which has, so far, been maintained in spite of staff shortage. Fortunately very little overtime has been 
necessary. 

The existing slaughterhouses, with perhaps two exceptions are likely to fall far short of the stand- 
ards to be laid down as a result of the abandonment of the Government’s policy of ‘ moderate con- 
centration ’ and one cannot visualise as yet the final solution to this important problem. 

Appended below is a summary of the animals slaughtered and inspected in the area during the 
year ending 3lst December, 1956:— 


TABLE NO. 7 
SUMMARY OF MEAT INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED 
YEAR ENDING 3lst DECEMBER, 1956 


Calves 
not Sows Lambs 


Animals killed and inspected 1,043 (751) | 33 (38) | 12 (10) | 3,037 (2,758) | 31 (51) | 3,905 (2,492) 


Cattle Cows 
not Cows 


Pigs sie | Sows | Sheep 


a 


All Diseases except T.B. 


Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned — (il) 1 ©): 22444@) 3 @) :12s.,GB) 11 (14) 
Carcases of which some part | 
or organ condemned 75's, (C126) | eS 4)/— CC 148) . (Q13)a|3 (9) 35 (23) 
°% of number inspected affected 16.8 i 16.6 4.9 16.1 1e2 
with disease other than T.B. (16.9) (10.5) (10.0) (4.02) (23.5) (1.4) 
T.B. Only 
Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned 1 2) aa ee 1 (i) = Aa — “SS 
Carcases of which some part 
or organ condemned 33 (36) | — a}j/— - 67 (134)|] 2 (i) —_ (—) 
°% of number inspected affected 3.2, — — 6.4 a= 
with T.B. (5.05) (5.2) (10.0) (4.7) (1.96) (—) 
Number of organs or parts con- 
demned—All Diseases 
Head 48k = (284) | — “KH |— C)| 464 (854) } 1 (1)} 1 (1) 
Lungs 24 @)| 3 Ml/— ©| so ay|/— @|n (6) 
Heart 7 @) 336 | 2 Sas (Dik lal ae (4) 
Liver 1594 (128) | 4 (4) | — (—) 110 (99) | 1 (1) | 21 (18) 
Spleen 5 (2) | 1° @)— ( | 3 (3) | — a) | 1 (Go) 
Diaphragm a GF NO eae | — Jt | — ee 
Kidney 2 @Ml1 C/-— COC] 8 @|4 O|=— © 
Stomach —- O|]- Of]- C]- @]- Ol=— © 
Mesentery 5 @y Te) oa] = aires s Ded ee, RCRA aS 
Other 2 M1 @|— CO] 5  Ol— @|2 G3) 
TOTAL 260 (2024) | 15 (10)|— (—) | 264 (2854 | 8 (14) | 45 (32) 
Cysticercosis 
Carcases of which some part or organ was condemned 26° "24S (6) 
Carcases sunbmitted to treatment by refrigeration 17 3 
Generalised and totally condemned Nil (Nil) 


Figures for 1955 are shown in brackets. 
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It will be seen that the total number of animals slaughtered (8,061) shows a substantial increase 
on last year’s figure of 6,400—mainly due to the increased London trade mentioned above. The 
quality has remained high and only 33 cows and 31 sows were included. 

One is pleased to record a reduction in the percentage of animals affected with tuberculosis (only 
3.2% of cattle and 2.2% of pigs). In other respects the figures for carcases or organs condemned 
remains fairly constant. 

There has however been a substantial increase in the number of cattle found to be infected with 
Cysticercus bovis. (A total of 26 as against 6 for 1955.) Seventeen of these were submitted to refri- 
geration as recommended in Memo. 3 Foods and the remaining 9 where a single degenerated cyst was 
found were jointed in the presence of the public health inspector and released. 

In most cases efforts were made to trace the origin of the beast and the information passed to the 
appropriate public health department. Unfortunately the animals usually pass through the hands 
of several farmers or dealers before slaughter and local investigation proves of little value. 

The department has a ready liaison with the Public Health Laboratory Service and the Veterinary 
Investigation Centre of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and the facilities offered are 
greatly appreciated. 

In general it may be said that the consumers in the area are getting meat of excellent quality 
subject to 100% inspection and the only matter for concern is the still unsatisfactory position regarding 
slaughterhouses. The work of the department is greatly facilitated by the co-operation of the traders 
in the area and the mutual confidence which exists. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACTS, 1933-54 


Licences to slaughter renewed .. “hs af i Ske fs a . 28 
New licences issued i 53 a a - oe es re * 2 
Total on register 31.12.56 : 30 


Licences are now renewable annually and the conditions are fully complied with. The majority 
of the licensed persons are local butchers and their employees (there is little, if any, piece work slaugh- 
tering) who co-operate fully in ensuring that no cruelty is permitted. It has been unnecessary to take 
any action under the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations, 1954, during the 
year. 


UNSOUND FOODSTUFFS 


The summary of meat inspection (reported elsewhere) indicates the amount of meat condemned 
in the slaughterhouses as unfit for human consumption amounting approximately in total to 3 tons 
of beef, 15 cwt. of pork and 7 cwt. of mutton and lamb. 

Apart from this the amount of foodstuffs condemned as unfit was comparatively small—mostly 
tinned goods in a blown or damaged condition including the following :— 


Tinned Goods 


13 tins Tomatoes 

2 tins Tomato Juice (Italian) 
1 tin Cream 

1 tin Milk 


Miscellaneous 


114 lbs. Imported Chuck Steak 
14 Ibs. Dried Fish Fillets 
1 Hindquarter Chilled Beef 
14 lbs. Imported Ox Kidneys. 


Traders and persons in charge of catering establishments are encouraged to seek the advice of 
the department on any foodstuffs which they have any doubt about. 

All meat condemned is stained and sent to a local firm for processing into fertilisers, etc., Occa- 
sionally when the reason for condemnation permits the meat is released to local kennels as knackers 
meat. 
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APPENDIX I 


CHESTERTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SCHEME FOR PROVISION OF EIGHTEEN 
BUNGALOWS FOR AGED PERSONS AND A RESIDENT WARDEN AT HISTON. 


A. Introduction 


This scheme is for the erection of eighteen bungalows at Histon, seventeen of which it is proposed 
will be occupied by aged persons who will be provided with a certain amount of care and attention 
by a warden residing in the remaining bungalow. 

The Finance Committee of the County Council are recommending agreement to the principle of 
making a grant to the Chesterton Rural District Council under Section 126 of the Local Government 
Act, 1948 in respect of the employment of and the provision of a house for a warden, the amount and 
conditions of such grant to be settled after consultation between the two authorities. 

The proposed conditions and financial arrangements set out below are broadly similar to those 
already operating for schemes of this type in other counties, and it is suggested that these provide a 
basis for a joint discussion. 


B. Proposed Conditions 


The dwellings will be erected by the Chesterton Rural District Council as the housing authority. 

The dwellings will attract Exchequer subsidy and tenants will pay rent in the normal way. It is 
assumed that the National Assistance Board will, having regard to the resources of the tenants, include 
the rent to be paid in the calculation of any national assistance granted. 

The County Council will make its contribution under Section 126 of the Local Government Act, 
1948, and this contribution will be subject to approval by the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment: no direct grant will be receivable on such expenditure. 

The Rural District Council will be responsible for the whole of the expenditure concerned in the 
first place. The expenses towards which the County Council will contribute will be limited to those 
incurred in providing welfare facilities, the cost of which cannot properly be recovered in rent and can 
be considered to arise as a direct consequence of the dwellings being erected for old people. 

Approval by the County Council of old people selected as tenants by the Rural District Council 
will be effected by the County Welfare Officer who will consider the degree of care and attention the 
tenants require and to what extent this is otherwise available to them. 


C. Financial Arrangements 


The basis of the County Council’s contribution towards non-housing expenses will be as follows :— 
1. The contribution will take the form of an annual grant to be based on actual expenditure incurred. 


2. The maximum annual grant will be the cost of the following :— 

(a) Warden’s wages, insurance and (if applicable) superannuation charges. The wage, if any, 
to be fixed by agreement between the two authorities, in the light of the actual duties the 
warden is required to perform and taking into account the fact that rent free accommodation 
will be provided. 

(b) Loan charges, repairs and maintenance, rates, supervision and management charge for 
warden’s quarters (including proportion of site costs) less the Exchequer subsidy and the 
normal District Council rate contribution. 

(c) Telephone less recoveries for private use. 


3. The total maximum annual contribution by the County Council is not to exceed the total deficiency 
on the scheme in any year. 


4. The contribution payable in any year shall be that proportion of the maximum annual contribution 
which the number of dwellings occupied during the year by old people approved on behalf of the 
County Council bears to the total number of dwellings in the scheme. 


5. The Rural District Council will supply the County Council with such estimates and accounts as 
it may require. 
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